Intercessory Prayer: A Ministry of Friendship
“A man who has friends must himself be friendly,” (Proverbs 18:24)
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Intercessory Prayer involves 3 different Circles of Friendship

1) Caring about God’s Burdens & Concerns

2) Caring about the Needs & Concerns of Others

3) Agreeing with other Believers in United Prayer.

1) Being a Friend to God: True Intercessory Prayer is birthed out of an intimate
acquaintance and friendship with God. As we are led by the Holy Spirit we learn to
care about more than just our own needs — We begin to care about the cares and
burdens of the Lord. This friendship with God allows us to actually feel something of
His heart and pain for the lost and needy around us. When we enter into His burdens
the ministry of intercession is supernaturally released through our lives.

True friendship always Involves openly sharing our heart with others!

“No longer do | call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing;
but | have called you friends, for all things that | heard from My Father | have made
known to you.” (John 15:15)
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John 13:20-26 “Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom
Jesus loved.” (John 13:23)
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“And the Lord said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am doing,” (Genesis 18:17)
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Gen 18:16-33

God WILL tell us what He feels if we are willing to slow down long enough to ask
and listen to His heart! The Waiting involved... God doesn't share His heart with
those who are not interested!
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2) Being a Friend to Others: The ministry of Intercession involves carrying others into
the presence of Jesus — Helping others do what they can not do for themselves —
Using our intimate connection with God to help the helpless connect with the mercy
and power of the Holy Spirit!

Everyone NEEDS at least one friend / intercessor in their lives. Someone who is well
aquatinted with God, with the ways and power of the Holy Spirit enough to be a
genuine channel of God’s transforming love and victory in your hour of need —
Someone that loves us that can be a bridge between our needs and the supernatural
power of God as a Helper, Comforter, Healer, Shepherd and Father.

Carrying Other where they Can’t Go by Themselves

“At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick and those
who were
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demon-possessed. And the whole city was gathered together at the door.” (Mark 1:32—
33)
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“Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men.” (Mark 2:1-
3)
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“Then they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech,
and they begged Him to put His hand on him.” (Mark 7:32)
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“Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to
touch him.” (Mark 8:22)
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“Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples
rebuked those who brought them.” (Mark 10:13)
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“When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases
brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them.”
(Luke 4:40)
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“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing ALL kinds of sickness and ALL kinds of disease among
the people. Then His fame went throughout ALL Syria; and they brought to Him ALL
sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who
were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.” (Matthew
4:23-24)
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“When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed.
And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick,” (Matthew 8:16)
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“Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed,
and many others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and He healed them.”
(Matthew 15:30)
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“As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and demon-possessed.
And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled,
saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” (Matthew 9:32-33)
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“Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He
healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw.” (Matthew 12:22)
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Rees Howells definition of intercession!

Identification—Agony—Authority

Identification - sympathizing, feeling caring the w ay the one your interceding
cares.

Agony - Praying as if there need was your very own!

Authority - Praying through until you obtain the fa ith and assurance that it is
finished. ( Ex 28:1-29 ) The Intercessory Garment o  f the Priests.
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( Joshua 3: 8-17)
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The Intercessory ministry of the Priests cuts off the obstacle / flood that is preventing
the people from entering into their promised land — They stand in the gap so that the
people can cross over on dry ground!

3) Creating a Circle of United Friendship in Corpor  ate Prayer

There is a kind of corporate prayer that does not qualify as a circle of friends, does not
connect us and unite us closer with one-another and therefore is destined to give us
limited results...

True prayer leaves nothing between us and God and nothing between our brothers
and sisters....

True prayer always opens doors, builds bridges and closes doors of offense and
unforgiveness... If your methods and style of prayer aren’t building bridges you need to
reexamine your prayer methods!

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication” (Acts 1:14)
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“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42)
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“And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was
shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness.” (Acts 4:31)
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